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Introduction
Chronologic History

World War 2
       European Theatre of Operation

       Zone of the Interior



Chronologic History

• 1854 - Balaclava

• 1860 - Civil War

• 1914 - WW 1



World War 1



Tough Nurses



World War 2
Hospital trains in the ETO

Bn Aid Station

Field Hospital (DPC)



World War 2
Hospital trains in the ETO

Get them to a port - hospital ship



Could Be Exciting



Hospital Ships

Navy

Army - 24!



Distribution Plan
New York

Hampton Roads
Charleston

New Orleans
San Francisco

To Which hospital?



To Which Hospital?

Closest to home
Nature of injury

Burns - Brook, San Antonio
Hand - Valley Forge



Casualties of War
Combat injury
Disease

Anopheles Disease?



7 Dec, 1941
How Many Hospital Trains?

None
Nada
Zip
Zero
Zilch



Initial Solution
Alfred E. Neumann
Existential Angst



Plenty of Pullmans
But, we have a problem….



The Solution

Modify Pullmans



Plenty of Diners
But….!

End of shift, end of work
Diner leaves train
Special diet, what?
Flunk sanitary inspection



The Solution
Army Designs and Builds Its 

Own Cars

Kitchen Car



The Solution

Ward Car



The Solution

Unit Car
Train within a train



Unit Car Amenities

A/C



Unit Car



A Third Casualty of War
Injury
Disease
Psychiatric

WW 1 - “Shell Shock”
WW 2 - “Combat Fatigue”

(PTSD)



Treatment 
of

Combat Fatigue
Hot shower
Warm meal
Clean sheets
Empathetic doc

“You’re not a coward”
“You’re going back”



Love Those Brits



Final Kerfuffle
Train Crew

“Hey You” Roster

1-2 Docs, 1 Nurse, 5-6 Enlisted Medics

Permanent Detachment
1247th Service Command 

Service Unit



From Debarkation Hospitals
“Dispatch” Hospital Trains

Determine (anticipate) needs
Form up trains: 1 to 18 cars
Integrate with commercial RRs



Many trains from One
Initial train divides along the way
       Junction point
       Unit car

Minimize dead heading upon return



Railroads Bask in Glory



How well did it work?
Hospital cars
     Pullmans - 120 
conversions
     Ward cars - 128
     Unit cars - 202
     Kitchen cars - 60

40 hospital trains on any given day



More Numbers

May 1945 - 47,044 moved

Total for ZI - about 500,000



The Human Factor

“Very good, sir”



Thank you!



Wikipedia



Gerry’s Stumble
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