HOSPITAL TRAINS

Gerry Glancy



Introduction

Chronologic History

World War 2
European Theatre of Operation

Zone of the Interior



Chronologic History

« 1854 - Balaclava
« 1860 - Civil War

e 1914 - WW 1




World War 1




Tough Nurses




World War 2
Hospital trains in the ETO

Field Hospital (DPC)



World War 2
Hospital trains in the ETO

Get them to a port - hospital ship



Could Be Exciting




Hospital Ships
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New York
Hampton Roads
Charleston
New Orleans
San Francisco

O HOSPITAL CENTERS

® GENERAL HOSPITALS

B AAF REGIONAL HOSPITALS

O ASF REGIONAL HOSPITALS

B AAF CONVALESCENT HOSPITALS
*  ASF CONVALESCENT HOSPITALS
11X SERVICE COMMANDS

= @ SOS BOUNDARY LIMITING
LOCATION OF GENERAL HOSPITALS

LOCATION OF GENERAL, CONVALESCENT, AND REGIONAL HOSPITALS DURING WORLD WAR 11

To Which hospital?




To Which Hospital?

Closest to home
Nature of injury

Burns - Brook, San Antonio
Hand - Valley Forge



Casualties of War

Combat injury
Disease

Iy

S ||
||

B

N S L A —

e T
< W S

Anopheles Disease?



/ Dec, 1941
How Many Hospital Trains?

None
Nada
ZIp
Zero
Zilch



Initial Solution

Alfred E. Neumann
Existential Angst

LY U

“What, me worry?” —ALFRED E. NEUMANN



Plenty of Pullmans

But, we have a problem....




!The Solution

Modify Pullmans



Plenty of Diners

[AIL 40 SHI A MANHATTAN COCKTAIL 40

Please on k r Each I D
THE PRICE OF THE ENTREE INCLUDES COMPLETE MEAL

CHOICE OF ONE:
Old Fashioned Navy Bean Soup Consomme

Filets of Fish.
Baked Sugar
Lamb Chop, I
Omelet with Cre
Potatoes Hashed in C Fi Fried Potatoes Fresh Vegetable

ux (French) ite or Red 14 Bot. 85
an Claret or iterne Wine 1 Bot.

Dinner Rolls

™ CHOICE OF ONE:
Freshly Made Pie a PRR Ice Cream
Chilled Grapefruit F g Cheese, Ry-Erisp or Wafers
Milk

TALTY 1.00

Creamed Ham and Mushrooms a la King, a Fresh Vegetable, Rolls and Co

OR ALE 30

Diner leaves train el o

Special diet, what?
Flunk sanitary inspection

E LIST SEE REVERSE SIDE




The Solution

Army Designs and Builds Its
Own Cars
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Kitchen Car



The Solution
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Ward Car



The Solution
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NEW HOSPITAL UNIT CAR, 1944

3-TIER
BERTHS

Unit Car

Train within a train



Unit Car Amenities

Photo by the author.
During the daytime, the crew could fold away the berths to create sitting areas.




Unit Car
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A Third Casualty of War
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WW 1 - “Shell Shock”
WW 2 - "Combat Fatigue”

(PTSD)



Treatment

of
Combat Fatigue
Hot shower
Warm meal

Clean sheets
Empathetic doc

“You're not a coward”
“You're going back”



ose Brits

The following Hospital Trains being used in the

United Kingdom had following patient carrying

capacities:

BUNKS LITTERS AMBULATORY PADDED
Hospital 228 64 2
Train
No. 11
Hospital
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No. 12
Hospital
Train
No. 13
Hospital
Train
No. 14
Hospital



Final Kerfuffle
Train Crew
1-2 Docs, 1 Nurse, 5-6 Enlisted Medics

"Hey You" Roster

Permanent Detachment

1247th Service Command
Service Unit



From Debarkation Hospitals
"Dispatch™ Hospital Trains

Determine (anticipate) needs
Form up trains: 1 to 18 cars
Integrate with commercial RRs

LOCATION OF GENERAL, CONVALESCENT, AND REGIONAL HOSPITALS DURING WORLD WAR 11



Many trains from One

Initial train divides along the way
Junction point
Unit car

Minimize dead heading upon return



Railroads Bask in Glory

The best cared for wounded in the world

The men in this Pullman car were wounded
in Europe.

Now, in an almost unbelievably short time
after they received their first medical atten
tion at aid stations right on the battlefield,
they are in America—on their way to Gen-
eral Hospitals near their homes.

No other wounded in the world are cared
for with the skill and devotion which the men
and women of the Army Medical Corps give
American wounded. No other wounded in
the world are brought home so speedily.

PULLMAN

Motor vehicles, ships, planes and trains all
play a part in getting them here fast.

And Pullman—working with the railroads
through its “pool” of sleeping cars—is priv-
ileged to contribute to their comfort.

Pullman's part of the job is providing
sleeping cars to supplement the Army’s spe-
cial hospital trains. These cars—like the one
in the picture—may have to be taken out of
regular passenger service in order to meet
Army needs as promptly and fully as possible.

So please—if you should be unable to get

For more than 80 years, the greatest name in passenger transportation

the Pullman space you want exactly when
you want it—remember this:

About half the Pullman fleet is assigned
to carrying out mass troop movements
and transporting other military per-
sonnel.

The other half is carrying more passen-
gers than the whole fleet carried in
peacetime.

And from this helf must be drawn the
increasing mumber of sleeping cars in
which the wounded ride.

N

L]

ew Yor

k Central

L o ]




How well did it work?

Hospital cars
Pullmans - 120
conversions
Ward cars - 128
Unit cars - 202
Kitchen cars - 60

40 hospital trains on any given day



More Numbers

May 1945 - 47,044 moved

Total for ZI - about 500,000



The Human Factor




Thank youl!
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e Number 20 rounding the curve at the end of the Marina headed for the tunnel under For

t Mason pulling a hospital train. Note
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Gerry’s Stumble

THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT:
HOSPITALIZATION AND EVACUATION,
ZONE OF INTERIOR
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