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AMODEL RAILROADING COROLLARY, -
_AND RULE NUMBER ONE

- Never say never (and likewise, never say always)

-There are always situations and practices WhICh
are outliers . |

o Rule Number One Whose rculroad is if?

[
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RAILROADS ARE:
l‘l{A\‘Sl’(ll{T ATION BUSINESSES

- Railtoads are.common carriers, required to accept and
moye freight-traffic tendered (commodities) for -'
-established amounts'(rates) over given routes.

* Rail traffic can be either line-haul or a switch-move;

s With line haul traffic, your railroad-isiin the rouhng and
‘rate as a line-havl carrier.

» With-switch traffic (generally reciprocal swﬂchlng)
- the railroad.is not in the route orrate exceptds a
- delivering carrier,.and earns a fixed fee for handling
thal'car across fown beiween ihe industiry and the
line haul carrier. I
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JATEGORIES OF
LINE-HAUL
RAILROAD TRAFFIC

Originated (the shipper is on
your railroad).

« Terminated (the receiver is on
your railroad).

o e s i I W5 Local (both shipper and
e U G — e ,;h receiver are on your railroad).

j’if Overhead or bridge (neither
p.mr hshlpper nor receiver are on your
— —railroad - the traffic is originated
=== on railroad A, interchanged to
g  your railroad and delivered to
"8 . railroad C, which terminates the
@8~ shipment).




RECIPROCAL
SWITCHING

* Reciprocal switching is typical in
large terminal areas where mutual
access is granted between the
industries of local line-haul railroads.

« For example, A.E. Staley (now Tate &
Lyle) was physically located on the
Nickel Plate at Lafayette, Indiana,
but if Staley was “open” to
reciprocal switching, Monon,
Wabash and New York Central
could quote line haul rates into and
out of the facility as if it were on their
own railroad.

* Nickel Plate would still physically
switch the cars into and out of the
plant for an established switch fee.




SWITCHING
AND
FERMINAL
RAILROADS

 Switching and terminal railroads exist
to effectively serve as (typically)
neutral terminal facilities, often in
major cities.

* For example, Belt Railway of
Chicago, Indiana Harbor Belt,
Kentucky & Indiana Terminal,
Houston Belt & Terminal, Kansas
City Terminal.

 These railroads handle cars between
line haul railroads and each other or
on-line industries for a switch fee.

* They are typically not part of the line
haulrouting and rates.

» Industries on-switching and-terminal
lines are effectively on-line customers
of the connecting line-haul carriers.



lk’lilMAl{Y DETERMINANTS OF THE & -
“WHY2O0F RAILTR AFFIC _FL(“VS

. Thrée primary factors determine why you would .
see a carload of a certain commodity at a glven
location: - |

*Economics/ - Vi
‘+Businessrelationships

[
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__ ,;iEC()N()MlC CONSIDERATIONS

e Whlle rallroads dre common carriers, fhey are not
-however required to move frelghf which is
unprofitable (non-compensatory inrailroad ’ralk)

+Freight rates aretypically a function of the value
of the commodity being havled, and the dtsfance_
o'f the haul

[
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'I‘YPIFMALAIL HAULED (‘mm(ml'm,sg e

-

: Comnﬁ”‘drhes,qre dodified in the SiandardJrqnsporiah‘Bm A
Commodity Code (“ SICC") and are qsmgned <.l i
standardized name and seven-digit code: & IR

01 Farm products 22 Textile mill products 32 Clay, concrete, glass, stone 42 Shipping devices, empty e, .
.h 08 Forest products 23 Apparel 33 Primary metal products 43 Mail, express traffic
09 Fresh fish/marine prods. 24 Lumber/wood products 34 Fabricated metal products 44 Freight forwarder traffic S
b 10 Metallic ores 25 Furniture or fixtures 35 Machinery exc electrical 45 Shipper association traffic
11 Coal 26 Pulp, paper or allied prods. 36 Electrical equipment 46 Misc. mixed shipments :
13 Petroleum & products 27 Printed matter 37 Transportation equipment 47 Small packaged freight
- 14 Nonmetallic minerals 28 Chemicals or allied prods. 38 Instruments, clocks 48 Hazardous wastes
’ 19 Ordnance or accessories 29 Petroleum or coal products 39 Misc manufactured prods. 49 Hazardous materials
20 Food products 30 Rubber or misc. plastics 40 Waste or scrap materials 50 Bulk boxcar shipments

Tobacco products Leather or leather products

Misc freight shipments SOURCE: Railinc -
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.. (gi«:m;mwmc CONSIDERATIONS

.Lower- value, funglble commodities
typlc:ally don’t move beyond alternative |
~origins of-the same commodity.

*Also, east-west movements historically get
expensive over the Chicago, $t. Louis or. -
ofher central US gateways:

Railroad Industries and Traffic © Kevin Ruble 2019, 2023 All Rights Reserved June 19, 2023



: - e .
‘ - h‘_"‘""n.. g e o P 5_: k
vy ! <L TH'& € P 4 b T & y Y et ol 5
ot 4 ] : oL WS
. P -~ k ] J L J L ‘ L - )
1‘"‘“ - - T ’ -
F . - Ea b - e r [ - - - Y
Lh‘-—-_‘-__ i e W . - - = " .
= " . - T H
1162 = S B .
e LT ek 4 r = _
() 0 — -
E, SNYDER & PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY ® | | P
9 : . - N s
] - L o —_—— b
“R-S PACIFIC ROUTE” . = E : s .
General Office—Roscoe Tex. New York Office—74% Trinity Place. . o v 2 e, .
C -
H. 0. WOOTEN, President and General Manager, Abilene, Tex, | E. J. WORTHY, General Freight and Passenger Agent, e s e I q r e r o n e % T
Roscoe, Tex,
R. 0, DOBBINS, Vice-President—Operation, Roscoe, Tex. | W, A, HOTMAN, Assistant General Freight Agent, - by L
8, H, WOOTEN, Secretary and Treasurer, Abilene, Tex. | R, p WILLIAMS, Aa;“éﬂ;‘;‘;’;f‘;’ﬁ;“gﬂ‘ g‘;j‘;&;’_ Fort Worth, Tex, - - _‘.'._
i 324 Monadnock Building, San Francisco,Cal, . . — -
4. H, HANEY, Auditor, Roscoe, TeX. | Ay K. BLECH, Gen. Agt., 615 Central Bldg, Los Angelos, Cal, J !
HARRIS and SENTELL, General Attorneys, Snyder, Tex. | L. POOLE, Gen. Agent, 226 Woodward Bldg, Birmingham, Ala, I o = "
5 . "
Refer Traffic Matters to General Freight and Passenger | N » [ i t..‘ o -
Agent; Claims to Auditor ; Per Diem and Car Accountsto |31 g F - ' . ”-""‘-\__
Vice-President—Operation. > Canadia 3> s > 2 E - o
% o "'h.h‘h
No. 7 No. 5 |Mls| Sanwuary, 1939. No. 6 No. 8
vevasvraoftesaeseens|eess|LEAVE] |ARRIVE|..eeuaan. . Ll
§825 A M[{825 AM| o [......ROSCO8!.....] 230 P M| 200 P M k
j . f850 » [f850 » | 8.0l..... Wastella .....|f205 » [f135 « "‘I"
o | f858 » [f838 » [ro.8)......Inadale....../f155 » [f125 »
920 » | gz20 » [18.9.....Hermleigh....! 135 » | 105 » —
955 % | 955 » [30.4]ceeer. Snyder?.....! 100 p M |1230 P M
I1oo A M|1T00 A M|49.2|.... Fluvanna ....|fr20 A M|§r120 A M
.................... ....|ARRIVE| {LEAVEl. ceev ceo]ecasinanae

4 Daily, except Sunday; §Sunday only; f flag stop.
STANDARD—Central time.

Connections.—! With. Texas & Pacific Ry, 3With Pan-
- handle & Santa Fe Ry.

THROUGH FREIGHT TRAFFIC ROUTE
Between PACIFIC COAST

Also all Points North and East,

And TEXAS POINTS

qgen’r wrllaset the rout_’e R
based on established = —
| anaeas roins S 2R ST S rouhng protocols onem‘ed’
[ to giving the originafing -
carrier the long-haul.
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RATES AND COMMODITEES

* Higher-value commodities
tend to fravellonger dlsfances%*- s
than those of lower-value. YN

- Rarely do commodities travel el
long distances to an area A N
where those materials are
otherwise readily available.

: T".!? number of railroads in the e SSiEap o o
overallhaul also affects the =~ ’ —
rate and viability of the move. -
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RATES AND COMMODITIES

Which-do you think fravels at a higher rate, a hopper
load: of coal-or.a trilevel auto rack of new BMWs?
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RATES AND COMMODITIES

How iabout a container load of new televisions or @
boxcar load of serap paper?
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RATES AND COMMODITILES

How about a tank car load of chlorine or a hopper
load of crushed limestone?
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-4 [ RATES AND COMMODITIES

How gbou’r a covered hopper load of cornora
covered heppgr load of plastic resm pellets? -
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POOI'AND ASSIGNED € ARS
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[~ MONON TRAFFIC 1970 F A
— Originated (tons) 2,072,578 30% “~ : &
- Received from connections and 4,896,333 70%
~ terminated or forwarded (tons) :
=il
-~ Total tonnage 6,968,911 100% [
—t s
= 7 Average total cars in each train 66.2 100% - w
~ [ Average loads 41.4  63%

~ | Average empties 24.8 37%

| Average tons per load 45.7 G
. . s o - B . TR v r : — - . K e =.; oy _ .
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Bituminous coal
Industrial chemicals
"~ Abrasives, asbestos, etc.

Sand and gravel

~_ Crushed stone

=

- Fertilizers

Soybeans and associated products

-
~ Lumber

h Paper

~ Corn

All other commodities

Railroad Industries and Traffic
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329,593 5% .
296,357 4%
262,796 4% o
257,508 4% 3
240,218 3% -~
237,840 3% -
212,699 3%
210,652 3% -
182,556 3% :
2,550,281  37%
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RBNX 64516

SOU 280526
PRR 600144
IC 41935
SOU 16114
- 16175
ATSF 9265
CGW 3826
LN 176533
MP 780455
LN 8056
SoU ;77
- 8114
-
- %01
WP 3117
SOU 29164
GATX 86125
SAL 21050
NAHX 31518
NW 160705
RNAX 215
MILi 100232
N 82925
NMCSTL 46865
116;5;
- 188 2
SAL 581
LN 01818
CNW 95907
CATX 91595
Nii 24504
NP 255171
CBQ 181418
S00 178440
- 15778
IC 28079
00 14002
LN 8427
PRR 606534
- 606531
- 600791
EL 182061
SOU 319994
SCL 295500
LN 137528
SOU 16290
- 985 2
S00 1;?9 2
ACFX 4776
TTX 101550
GTTX 302057
TIX 151663
P 6554
MIL% 5734
SOU 6161
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MONON RAILROAD

CONDUCTOR'S REPORT OF REVENUE FREIGHT TRAIN
(DO NOT USE FOR PASSENGER OR WORK TRAIN)

Form 165 2nd Rev.

FIRST CREW : Train No SWITCHER Left _.. Time 613@ mD t ' 3 “% Sheet No.. of. e Sheets
Conductor.. ... Eng. No Any rough handling, train parted,
SECOND CREW : Train N. e
@onduector ...~ Eng. N & Eo;p::n on reverse side.
THIRD CREW : Train No A L ist Crew
Conductor...... .. %= Eng. No. e 2nd Crew
Conductor. 4th Crew
. L“.;.e Initial o lé':[ﬂ;yn fsr P - e Ao RUlsis Tﬁ.’.’fﬁi‘in IV(I::ers Del;lt‘i]::tnion
1 | WP 7%6 |8 | 26 347
2 Mo 1738 (B | 26 347
3 7186 (B | 26 317
4 sP 200713 | B 26 347
5 SO0U $16008| BRICR | B 26 | 109 347
6 SSW RE2 21263 | B 26 317
7 in 152960 | COBL H 21 |73 347
8 Mo T2 HDSE B8 26 |10 387
9 PLE kIS5 | LGS B |26 [30 347
10 | SP 107585 | SUGAR (B | 26 | &0 317
11 [ Sitol (P ED B 26 |6k 347
12 ML 972200 FLOUR (B | 26 (80 317
97200 Floyn B 26 (78 347
'WOODS (B | 26 |32 3
171337 |Wows (B8 | 26 |42 Sq
%287 |(Femve |8 |28 |30 287
306877 | PAPER | B 26 |22 k1)
glios (P ED B 26 |45
145550 | FERTZ |8 | 26 |50 31
290 FERTZ (B |26 (50 31
BIsSE
M
26
z Ok AT aM
hle N16 0 A *He D A e A ad ~




SUMMARY

- Cars mosi Ilkely reloaded toward the home road include:
-:General service (unequipped) boxcars
* General service (unequipped) gondolas’
« General service (unequipped) flatcars
* Hopper cars

* For-your model railroad; do a little research:
*|ndustries and_commodlhes
»Traffic patterns and flows
‘« Cohnecting railroads
~* Train operations --
-+ Equipment rosters and assignments ¢

*» Remember Rule Number 1 =it's YOUR rallroadl HAVE FUNI

g o e
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RESOURCES
 The Interwebs”

* NMRA-OpSIG and The Dispatcher’s Office

 Employee timetables, dispatcher sheets and train consists
“Traffic data, tariffs and industry guides

« Equipment rosters and car-assignment guides

«Standard Transportation Commodity Code = i
 The Official Guide to the Railroads (“Official- Guide”) =

+ Official Railway Equipment Register (“ORER”") N Bl
C Swﬂchmg guides and car inventory booklels

Track maps-and valuation maps (“val mapst)

 Annual reports and statfistical supplements ~

*» Employee interviews
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