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Or Constructing a Women’s Boarding House Located 
Suspiciously Close to the Railroad Tracks in Salida, CO



Why Model this Structure?

West Salida West Salida – SLMI Layout

• Only space on SLMI layout with room to model town structures of Salida

D&RGW Tracks to 
Monarch & Gunnison

Listed as “Female 
Boarding House” 
in public records 

• SLMI strives for historical accuracy
• Most buildings on this block identified as “Female Boarding Houses”
• Salida’s Red Light District from turn of century until 1950

“Female Boarding House”



From Colorado Cultural Resource Survey - Architectural 
Inventory Form for 129 W. Sackett Ave., Salida, CO



Who/What is Monster Modelworks?
• Division of Larkspur LaserArt
• Produce laser engraved 

basswood structure kits and 
scratchbuilding supplies in N, 
HO, S, & O scale

• Wide variety of brick, block, & 
stone sheets

• Available in 1/8” & 1/32” thickness
• Brick & stone corners & columns
• Brick sills & lintels
• Coping & cornices



Why Use Monster Modelworks Brick Sheet?

• Previously built a Santa Fe concrete block bunkhouse using their 
concrete block sheet, so had a little familiarity with their products

• They have a correct size arch, the most 
prominent feature of the building

• Could use their Old Brick sheet to represent 
brick that was in bad shape, requiring 
covering with stucco

• Could use 1/8” sheet for basic structure and 
1/32” for building up features like cornice

• Didn’t find any suitable plastic kits for kitbashing this structure



Determining Dimensions
• This building still exists, so Google Street View images were helpful
• Started with the windows

• No commercially available windows matched, so
• Modified Tichy Train Group windows

4 ft

5.5 ft

5.5 ft

2.75ft

Front Windows

Side Windows

Stained Glass



Determining Dimensions (cont’d)
• Front scaled from Google Street View image based on 

model window dimensions
• Resulted in 40 ft wide by 28.5 ft high structure, which 

seemed reasonable and proportional
Front



Determining Dimensions (cont’d)
• Left side window placement based on historical photo

• Side windows covered over at some point

• Depth of structure compressed from ~50 ft to 36 ft to fit 
space available



Determining Dimensions (cont’d)
• No historical photos found of right side or back to show 

window or door locations
• No clues from Google Street View image
• Made right side same as left
• Made educated guesses about the back

• Probably had a door
• Maybe had some smaller windows for bathrooms



Building the Structure
• Dimensions were transferred to 

back side of brick sheet
• Window and door openings cut out
• Sanding sticks used to square 

things up and fine tune openings

• Window sills, lintels, cornice, and 
other trim added

• Circle Cutter-
Compass used 
to cut out arch

• Wood glue used to glue sides 
together and create the basic box



Front

Right SideBack

Left Side
Basic Structure



Recovering from a Mistake

• OOPS!
• Made window opening too large
• Filled with clean brick sheet
• Liked the effect, so did it on two 

more windows



Painting
• Brick walls sprayed with Rustoleum 

2X Flat Red Primer
• Brushed on Roberts Brick Mortar 

Formula
• Another Mistake

• Thinned brick mortar with water to 
increase working time

• Caused some trim pieces to buckle

• Foundation sprayed with 
Rustoleum 2X Fossil



Roof
• 1/16” basswood roof covered with first aid tape
• Sprayed with Krylon dark brown camouflage
• Chimney made from column material
• Soil pipe made from brass tube



Final Touches
• Window frames sprayed with Rustoleum 2X Nutmeg
• Windows installed using canopy glue
• Stained glass created in Powerpoint, then printed on transparency
• Curtains from Window Designer software, shades from manila folder
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