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PRESENTATION TO THE FRONT RANGE DIVISION
MAY 19, 2025

The Missouri Pacific Railroad 
 in Colorado 

http://digital.denverlibrary.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p15330coll22/id/63744/rec/2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I’ll begin today with a very brief history of the Missouri Pacific Railroad. Then I discuss what I have learned about the MP mostly from the 1958 Employee Timetable. And lastly, I’ll discuss the locales that the MP served in Colorado and what industries it served.



http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=484510&nseq=10

Background
March 1849 The Pacific Railroad was chartered by the State of Missouri to extend 
from St. Louis to Jefferson City and then to the boundary of Missouri and the Pacific 
Ocean.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The history of the Missouri Pacific Railroad begins before the Civil War with the chartering of the Pacific Railroad by the State of Missouri.



Background
The first locomotive , the “Pacific”, completed its five-mile run from St. Louis to 
Cheltenham on December 9, 1852. In 1872, the Missouri Pacific Railroad was formed 
from the remnants of the Pacific Railroad and was controlled by Jay Gould.



By 1887 The Missouri Pacific Railroad reached the Kansas/Colorado border. 

In April of 1887, the Pueblo & State Line Railroad Company was incorporated. Its 
headquarters was in St. Louis. Construction of the line was started in June 1887 and 
completed in December 1887.

The trackage of 152.1 miles was standard gauge, 60-pound rails with a maximum grade of 
0.9%. It was sold to the Missouri Pacific Railroad in January 1910.

The Pueblo Union Depot was constructed in 1889-1890 to serve the Denver & Rio Grande 
Western Railroad, the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway, the Colorado & Southern 
Railway, the Missouri Pacific Railroad and the Chicago Rock Island & Pacific Railroad.



http://cdm16079.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/fullbrowser/collection/p15330coll22/id/48118/rv
/singleitem/rec/19

Background
The Missouri Pacific Railroad traversed only Kiowa and Crowley counties and terminated in 
Pueblo County.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thirty-six years later the MP had reached its most western extent, Pueblo, Colorado.



Colorado counties and county seats

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Map of Colorado and the counties that the MP traversed.



http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=287135&nseq=198

Background
The MP in Colorado was chiefly a bridge route between Kansas City and the Denver 
and Rio Grande Western Railroad in Pueblo

At its height, the Missouri Pacific Railroad had over 11,000 miles of track.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At this time, the MP was controlled by Jay Gould, who also controlled the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad. Consequently, Gould saw no reason to extend the MP beyond its connection with the D&RGW.



1927
Employee 
Timetable
2 passenger trains
#12-The Scenic Limited 
Pueblo-St. Louis
#14-unnamed—multiple stops

2 Red Ball Freight Trains
2 Local Freight Trains

8 Water stops—3 scheduled

• * Mail cranes
• D Depots
• Y Wye tracks
• CS Continuous train order 

office
• T Turntable
• TT&TO

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
#11 was the Scenic Limited bound for Denver 



1941
Employee 
Timetable
2 passenger trains
#12-The Scenic Limited 
Pueblo-St. Louis
#16-unnamed but the westbound 
counterpart #15 was the Royal Gorge

3 Red Ball Freight Trains
1 Mixed Freight Train

4 Water stops—2 scheduled
* Mail crane
C Coal station
CS Continuous train order station
LS Limited train order office
P Telephone communication only
TP Telegraph or telephone office

ABS



Reading the
 employee
 timetable

1958

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 1958 employee timetable. This was still a time of operating by train orders and the timetable. There was CTC, centralized traffic control, and only the beginning of using radios for communication.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All of the Colorado operations were contained on this single page.



Reading the employee timetable

The track

Mostly single track, two tracks near 
Pueblo

Fountain River bridge

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=462661&nseq=39



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mostly single track except for two main tracks from Coombs Junction where the MP joined the ATSF to the Fountain Creek Bridge, which is single tracked, and then from the other side of the bridge into Pueblo Yard. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here you will see Coombs Junction with the Santa Fe Railraod and the FE and F Junctions for the single track Fountain Creek Bridge. A junction is a place at which two or more rail routes converge or diverge. This implies a physical connection between the tracks of the two routes. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Also shown in this section of track is the C&S Crossing. (Colorado and Southern, part of the CB&Q or Chicago, Burlington and Quincy) You’ll notice that it is a crossing and not a junction. Further east you'll also notice another crossing with the Santa Fe.



Reading the employee timetable

The track

Mileage (nominally from St. Louis)

http://ontrackcustom.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Railroad.jpg

The track
Mileage (nominally from St. Louis)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mileage is considered nominal because as curves are sometimes straightened  and thus shortened the mile posts beyond the curve are not changed.



151 miles from Towner to Pueblo

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So this indicates that from Towner, Colorado which is right on the eastern border of Colorado to Pueblo is about 151 miles.



http://secondat.blogspot.com/2012/03/proviso-yards-december-1942.html

Facilities:

Yards
Wye tracks
Turntable
Fuel
Track scales



Y = yard

W= wye 
tracks

T =turntable

D = diesel
Fuel

Track scales 
at Sugar City 
and Pueblo

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wye tracks at Eads, Ordway and Pueblo. Yards at Sugar City and Pueblo. A turntable and diesel fuel at Pueblo.  And track scales at Sugar City and Pueblo.



http://www.railroadsignals.us/signals/searchlights/search1r.jpg

Reading the employee timetable

The track

Signals



OPERATION 
BY 

ABS =
Automatic 
Block 
Signaling

CS = 
Continuous 
Train Order 
Office

Operation by time table and train orders 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Automatic block signaling until Pueblo yard limits.



Communications

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utility_pole#mediaviewer/File:Pole_Route.jpg



P = 
telephone

TP = 
telegraph 
or 
telephone,
not a train 
order 
station

LS = limited 
train order 
office

B   = radio 
base 
station



Reading the employee timetable

The trains

Two passenger trains



http://streamlinermemories.info/Eastern/COEagle.jpg

The Colorado Eagle
Service between St. Louis and Pueblo as a Missouri Pacific train and between Pueblo 
and  Denver as a Denver & Rio Grande Western train

Missouri Pacific trains #11 and #12
Denver and Rio Grande Western trains #3 and #4

Approximately an 18 hour trip between Denver and 
St. Louis



s = regular 
stop

a = stop on 
signal to 
receive or 
discharge 
revenue 
passengers  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not shown here, because it was a D&RGW train by this time, the station stop northbound from Pueblo at Colorado Springs was at the ATSF depot but southbound Eagles stopped at the D&RGW depot. Colorado Springs was the only stop between Pueblo and Denver.



Reading the employee timetable

Eastward regular trains are superior to trains of the same class in the opposite direction



http://www.ghostdepot.com/rg/images/royal%20gorge%20route/pueblo%20yard%20c1940.gif

The Colorado Eagle’s route to Denver



http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=463579&nseq=37

Reading the employee timetable

The trains
4 Redball freights

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From a routing system on the Santa Fe Railroad in the early 1900s. Fast freight trains which were to receive priority routing were marked with placards depicting a red disc, and were called "red ball" trains.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Red Ball Freights did not stop to handle freight between division yards.



http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=484514&nseq=6

Reading the employee timetable

The trains
1 tonnage freight



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A tonnage freight train is like the junk train of the railroad. It takes any cars that do not have priority shipping that the Red Ball freights did not take and any empties that needed to be returned to home rails east of Pueblo. Remember that this a time of per diem charges on foreign road cars, so you would want to get them out of Pueblo Yard as soon as possible.



http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=254444

Reading the employee timetable

The trains
2 local freights





http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=405811&nseq=109

Reading the employee timetable

Meets

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is an interesting picture because it is a passenger locomotive pulling a freight train.





http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=389087&nseq=130

Reading the employee timetable

Siding capacity in cars (40’ lengths)





Freight traffic through Colorado



Eagle Merchandise Service
1951-1960

Way Car service (less than carload) at Avondale, Crowley, Eads, 
Haswell, Sheridan Lake, Sugar City, and Towner to Pueblo





On-line shippers
Avondale  Ciruli , H & L   Vegetable warehouse
  Forcum-Dean Co.   Cantaloupe and onion shed
   National Sugar Mfg. Company Sugar beet dump
  Pueblo Ordnance Depot  Army ordnance
  Tomlinson Produce  Vegetable warehouse

Nyburg  Ciruli Brothers   Onion warehouse
  National Sugar Mfg. Company Sugar beet dump

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Other than Sugar City where the MP served one of the two large sugar beet processors the only on-line shippers were in Avondale and Nyburg.



1982
Employee 
Timetable
No passenger trains
No scheduled freight trains
Signaling-ABS from Towner to NA Jct
 CTC from NA JCT to Pueblo

4 Train order offices
1 Wye (T)
1 Manual interlocking (M)
5 Radio base stations, call in systems 
dispatcher -1
1 50 MPH equivalent turnout φ

MP and UP merged in 1982
1997 UPRR remained as the corporation



Communities served in Colorado



from the annual report of the Missouri Pacific Railway Company (1888)



1888 map 1953 map 1958 timetable Towns in 2014

Colokan
Towner Towner Towner

Sheridan Lake Sheridan Lake Sheridan Lake Sheridan Lake

Brandon Brandon
Chivington Chivington Chivington
Eads Eads Eads Eads
Fergus

Galatea Galatea
Naswell Haswell Haswell Haswell
Arlington Arlington Arlington
Kilbourn
Lolita
Meredith
Nero

Sugar City Sugar City Sugar City
Ordway Ordway Ordway
Crowley Crowley Crowley

Olney Olney Springs Olney Springs Olney Springs
Nepesta Nepesta Nepesta
Booneville Boone Boone

Avondale Avondale North Avondale
Chico

Devine Devine
Baxter Baxter Baxter

Pueblo Pueblo Pueblo Pueblo



US Route 50 and  Colorado Route 96 follow the tracks from Pueblo to the Kansas State line







http://www.kiowacounty-
colorado.com/photogallery/DSCN5408.JPG

Towner, Colorado

Towner—a census-designated place in 
Kiowa County. Population 18 in the 2020 
census. 

A census-designated place is a populated 
area that lacks a separate municipal 
government, but which otherwise 
physically resemble incorporated places.



The town of Sheridan Lake is a 
statutory town located in Kiowa 
County. The population was 55 at 
the 2020 census.

http://www.kiowacountycolorado.com/images/DSCN0269.JPG

Sheridan Lake, Colorado

Statutory towns have an 
elected mayor and a board of 
trustees composed of the 
mayor and four or six 
additional members elected 
at large.



Chivington, Colorado

Chivington is an 
unincorporated community in 
Kiowa County. The U.S. Post 
Office at Eads now serves 
Chivington postal addresses.

http://www.ghosttowns.com/states/co/images/Chivington%20sign.jpg



Eads, Colorado

Eads is a statutory town that is the 
county seat and the most populous 
town of Kiowa County. The town 
population was 672 according to 
the 2020 census.

farm4.staticflickr.com/3553/3512033808_0db39e6943.jpg



Haswell, Colorado

The town of Haswell is a statutory town 
located in Kiowa County. The town 
population was 71 at the 2020 census.

http://www.kiowacounty-colorado.com/photogallery/DSCN6206.JPG



Sugar City, Colorado

Sugar City is a statutory town 
in Crowley County. The 
population was 259 at the 
2020 census.

http://cdm15330.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p15330coll22/id/12757/rec/2



Ordway, Colorado

Ordway is a statutory town 
that is the county seat and 
most populous town of 
Crowley County. The 
population was 1,066 at the 
2020 census

farm5.staticflickr.com/4060/4717881605_350728b0b1.jpg



Crowley, Colorado

Crowley is a statutory 
town in Crowley 
County. The 
population was 166 at 
the 2020 census.

Crowley Heritage Center

http://www.secoloradoheritage.com/images/Crowley_Heritage_Ctr1.jpg



Olney Springs, Colorado

Olney Springs is a 
statutory town in 
Crowley County. The 
population was 315 at the 
2020 census.

http://farm9.static.flickr.com/8015/7525105244_2b2b509405.jpg



Boone, Colorado

Boone is a statutory town 
in Pueblo County. It is part 
of the Pueblo, Colorado 
Metropolitan Statistical 
Area. The population was 
305 at the 2020 census

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/Boone_Santa_Fe_Railroad_Depot.JPG

The old Santa Fe depot, now the Town Hall



Avondale, Colorado

Avondale is a census-
designated place in Pueblo 
County. It is part of the Pueblo 
Metropolitan Statistical Area. 
The population was 594 at the 
2020 census

http://pics4.city-data.com/cpicc/cfiles1340.jpg



Pueblo, Colorado

Pueblo is a home rule 
municipality that is the county 
seat and the most populous 
city of Pueblo County. The 
population was 111,077 in 2024 
census, making it the 278th 
most populous city in the 
United States.

Pueblo Union Depot

http://pics4.city-data.com/cpicc/cfiles46084.jpg

Home rule involves the authority of a local government to prevent state government
intervention with its operations. The extent of its power is subject to limitations
prescribed by state constitutions and statutes, however.



FATE OF THE MISSOURI PACIFIC 
TRACKAGE IN COLORADO

In 1996, the Surface Transportation Board approved the 
abandonment of the former Missouri Pacific Railroad 
trackage.
In 2004, the Colorado Department of Transportation, which 
had purchased the line in 1998, leased the line to the V&S 
Railway.
The Victoria & Southern Railroad had petitioned the Colorado 
Department of Transportation to dismantle the rails on the 
122 mile stretch from Towner to the North Avondale Junction 
and sell them as rails or scrap.
The petition was denied.



Stefan Soloveiv, a real estate magnate who controlled Crossroads Agriculture, asked the 
Surface Transportation Board to force the sale of the railroad as a feeder line. In 2016, the 
sale was completed.

Since that time, improvements were made to the infrastructure, and the line is now the 
Colorado Pacific Railroad.

RailPictures.Net Photo: CXR 1964 Colorado Pacific Railroad EMD SD40-2 at Eads, Colorado by 
Matthew Griffin



North Avondale Junction



REFERENCES
Personal communications from the following members of the Missouri Pacific 
Historical Society:
Jerry Michels
Charlie Duckworth
Ron Merrick

And from
Norm Metcalf
Perry Scheuerman
Carl Fankhauser

Wikipedia
American-Rails.com The Colorado Eagle by Adam Burns
Route of the Eagles by Greg Stout

Eagle Merchandise Service Brochure – 1957
Missouri Pacific Circular 140-P



Published  in 1956 by the 
Missouri Pacific Railroad



Alamosa Colorado
May 18, 2025



Questions
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