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My Initial Interest in the A&R
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ALCO CENTURY 628 DIESEL LOCO PLANS

The day’s work begins on the AGR. GP-7 leaves Aberdeen

Phot

with through freight, while F-7 (now scrapped) waits fo couple up to Raeford local,

A&R: a railroad you can model

North Carolina short line offers fine operating challenge,

plenty of varied industries, diesels or

I'lCTURESQUE in name and in charac-
ter, the Aberdeen & Rockfish RR. in
North Carolina offers a broad appeal for
any type of model railroader. Even the
greenest beginner can purchase EMD cab
and hood units (either conventional or
low-profile Geeps) and put a simple ver-
sion of the ALR in business almost at
once. The trackwork enthusiast can have

ting the marvelous spi-

and terminal
devotee can concern himself
with duplicating the A&R dual daily train
operations
Few short lines with as little mileage
as the A&LR's 45 miles send
two trains daily into the commercial fray
Both depart the Aberdeen shops and
yards soon after 8 am. after picking up
the overnight Seaboard interchange which
he lion's share of A&R tra
P-18 gencrally heads the first
This is virtually a through
freight, for it runs nonstop to Raeford —
almost the midpoint of the line — and has
few pickups or setouts as far as Skibo,
t the terminal. The run ends at

soon follows the through
freight out of Aberdeen, but makes local

November 1965

By Michael J. Dunn III

stops all along the way to Raeford. This
was once handled by an F:
on the roster. The engine that p
handled the through freight, a GP-7,
takes the local.

Each train makes its principal pickup
from an interchange with the SAL, lo-
cated in downtown Aberdeen almost in
front of the handsome awninged station
and headquarte: fices. Nightly the two

bout an hour

across the
rd’s signal-dotted main line
y s to set out its con:
generously weed-grown interc

'd a mile or so below the heart of town,
Retracing their way, the two medium-
blue white-striped engines bed down in
the AR three-stall enginehouse. Until
lately A&R No. 40, a 2-8-2, was a com-
panion, but No. 40 now sleeps by herself,
locked away from public sight in one of
several adjacent sheds. With her is a
little rail-wheeled Chevy sed:
thirties vintage that did offic
spection duty in busier da
bished 2-8-2 is still toted out
diesels and put on display to help cel
brate occasions of sta ch as a recent
civic anniversary celebration at Raeford.
The shops at Aberdeen can handle most

steam

of past years, No. 40, o 282, is
preserved and disployed of civic celebrations

3

by the author.



My Initial Interest in the A&R

of A&R’s engine repairs, but occasionally
a Seaboard “loaner” has appeared on the
A&R while the larger road services either
of its little neighbor's machines. Simi-
larly, a Seaboard big hook based at Ham-
let hamll(w any A&R emergencies.

Leaving Aberdeen eastbound, a train
at once encoumen a steep grade out of
town. Growling its loudest, it creeps past
lovely Bethesda churchyard where John

*Cabooses line vp for

house. «Aberdeen station,

their picture in front of A&R‘s brick engi
built in 1904, is o stotely structure rem

niscent of gracious days. ¥The wrought-iron balcony and summer awnings
are noteworthy and seldom-seen details that are well worth modeling.

Blue, founder of the A&R in 1892, and his
several sons lie sleeping out eternity. In
their turn, the sons directed the fortunes
of the road. This hill, cresting finally
near Ashley Heights, severely challenge

the diesels if they have generous train:

It often stalled the steamers, especially
in the heavily trafficked days of World
War II. On the other hand, the passen-
ger- and mail-carrying Brill cars (one

le @ train of loaded tankers from Gulf Ol plant on Cape Fear Riv
10 the main line. Brakemon dorts ahead to flog highway crossing.

boasting a home-built streamlined front
after a wreck) walked right up. The
Brills disappeared from the scene many
years back

The area especially served by the local
is a land of roller-coaster hills and rol-
licking curves that show obvious logging-
road parentage. The first few miles of
line east of Aberdeen was built to serve
John Blue's turpentine and timber en-

Model Railroader

PPlecsing background of fall trees frames AGR
shops ot Aberdeen. Lots of modeling ideas here.
+Who says stub switches are extinet? Three-
way turnout is Aberdesn enginehouse lead.

terprises at Aberdeen. Nearer Raeford
trackage was built expressly for through
ailroad service and shows construction
standards of the latter 1890’

Interrupting the train’s progre

a number of sidings and spurs. The first
serves a large fungicide plant; succeeding
ones in small settlements are used for
pulpwood loading and fertilizer unloa
ing. A significant item of business

November 1965

FORT BRAGG

MILITARY RESERVATION

sand, quarried in a number of lineside
pits, reached mostly by the A&R tracks
leading in from the east — trailing-point
spus enever these are switched by
Ilu westbound afterncon train, they be-
come facing-point spurs and the loads
have to be rolled by in order to be placed
behind the engine. In such cases hilly
terrain can be an advantage!

The big boilers of the state tuberculosis
hospital and sanatorium (mile 9)

v the ALR. In the
when lLel. freight was a major ites
freight shipments consigned to the
atorium were set onto a little covered

Foreign roads

[
ma Southern

platform, still standing a hundred yards
or so from the coal track, by the motor
car or freight crews, Farms and peach
orchards join with scrub-pine woods to
dominate the landscape.

Reaching Raeford limits, the local in-
frequently switches the three tracks of
two ultramodern textile plants. In \h-»
heart of town it may leave several
for the GE 70-tonners of the L.mnnhurp,
& Southern— usually including several
cars of powerplant coal, part of
tinuous shipment to a station near Lum-
berton. On-line business for the ALR in
this small city includes fertilizer and

ABERDEEY

! @ |
& ROCKFISH pp

303 *

HE ROAD OF PERSONAL stRvice

“GP-18, a September 1963 addition, replaced the F-3. Train is passing piny area typi
<ol of line’s western end. *Side-door steel coboose is the most modern one on the AR.
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ABR freight stops ot Cape Fear Rys. interchange, Skibo.

pulpwood. These are handled near the
it green-trimmed station and its flow-
rdens. In addition there is a liberal
traffic in material to and from an oil mill,
a concrete products plant, a feed mill,
and an ice plant. Coal, scrap iron, lumber
and building supplies round out the jus-
tification for the daily visit of the local.
Finishing its work, the train turns back
after lunch.

The Fayetteville train, which preceded
the local out of Aberdeen, has traversed
the level terrain stretching perhaps 6
miles east of Raeford — passing through
colorfully named hamlets like Dundar-

rach, Arabia, and somnolent Rockfish,
temporary terminal of the line in 1902-04.
It has dipped into cool and leafy creek
bottoms and angled northeast toward
Cliffdale and Skibo. This portion of the
ALR was completed in 1912. The cuts
and fills are in marked contrast to the
carlier line west of Raeford, which often
simply follows the ground surface.
Likely as not the run to this point has
been nonstop; there is little cause to in-
terrupt the run except for an unusual
car of feed or fertilizer for one of the
hamlets. However, a wood-treating plant
and a feed mill in the Cliffdale-Skibo

Moading plotform of McCoin Sanatorium was used for Lcl. shipments when ASR operated pas-

senger runs. *Dumper and heating plant at the sanaterivm. Cool for
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s shipped in by AR

| Interest in the A&R

F.3, werking the Raeford local turn, switches @ carload of scrap of the east end of town.

area are regular railroad patrons. At
Skibo that inconspicuous track sneaking
in from the north is that of Cape Fear
Rys., Inc. A&R crews hardly ever en-
counter the CF's black (leased U.S.
Army) Alco road switchers directly at
the Skibo yards, where interchange is
made in a three-track yard holding over
80 cars. Here, during the war, as many as
500 pullmans were exchanged in a single
week, along with countless other cars of
military cargo for Fort Bragg. Today the
interchange traffic is more modest and
less colorful. An occasional open military
load on a flatcar may break the monotony

Model Railroader
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THE ABERDEEN, ROCKFISH & FAYETTEVILLE: an around-the-room track plan by Gordon Odegord.
This layout will fit into one end of a typical renchstyle basement if built in HO. The table
shows key dimensions for construction in various gauges. Dimen

HO and should be adjusted accordingly for other size inte two areas
becouse the trackage passes under the rear entrance londing. The various porfions of the plan

As shown, the plan is o close

production of the prototype, with a steep 3.5 percent grade just outside of Aberdeen. There is
ample room 1o add more industries. If you use @ GP-type diesel unit for motive power there is no
need o provide tuming facilities at Fayetteville. Sites for optional turntable and wye are
shown for those who may 10 use o steam locomotive or diesel cob unit for motive power.

November 1965

unypoy

ain 1o Fayetteville.

ing engines must

ar
ABERDEEN & ROCKFISH PROFILE

Optional crosover for runaround.

Without

run around 1o
Skibo and push

i

Interchange yord

Elevation thown

Lemgth of wace, foet
Depth of space, feet
Bize of squares, inches
Min. radius, (ncbest
nd TT gauge layouts the drawing must be
adjusted tively broader alsleways. Dimensions
in table allow for this
Dimensions for exceptional maii and other fiures
directly oo the plan and profile refer to 1O con
ultiply by 1 for N, % for TT, 1% for
fue O for correspouding dimensions In other

37




My Initial Interest in the A&R

This cotton warehouse ot Roeford is typical of such warehouses served by A&R freights.

The old and the new af Raeford: old frame station, now a worehouse, and the modern one. oil

of the usual exchange of high cars and
tank cars of jet fuel,

The A&R does a brisk business in F
etteville. To reach much of the conce:
tration of customers the line crosses the
double-track ACL m: This generally
means a wait by the ALR until clearance
is obtained. In this district are cotton
warehouses: new ones of gray-painted
sheet metal; old ones of red brick with
dark red wood trim. Water towers are
necessities for fire protection. Reached
from the ALR wye are an oil bulk plant
and a small warehouse. Here too is the
ACL interchange at the crossing of a

From the front, Foyetteville station is another stately structure in the A&R trad;

38

Coast Line branch; beyond is the inter-
changu with the Norfolk Southern. The
spans a gap between two NS
I)r.’mthes. but little through traffic is
generated by
The A&R main line proceeds northerly
along the center of a back street for the
few blocks it extends to reach the ter-
minal. Here is a sidetrack parallel to the
main, plus a number of industry spurs
that serve a variety of shippers and re-
ceivers, Prominent are tank car users,
an oil plant, and a nitrogen dealer. A
third area of activity is near A&R’s small
terminal station. Here, compactly

and fertilizer plant is serviced by the A&R.

grouped, are building supply and fuel
dealers, beer and meat distributors, the
freight house, and public loading tracks.
The railroad gets a generous share of
traffic from these businesses because it
controls access to the back entrances of
the establishments and restricts the use
of trucks that otherwise would steal most
of the trade. The station itself is fronted
by an imposing cream-colored brick of-
fice, handsomely groomed in the proud
A&R tradition.

A fourth concentration of freight ac-
tivity near Fayetteville is along the River
Branch. This track links the A&R main

Side view shows terminal trackage ot the station.

Practical rear of station is in contrast with front.

Model Railroader

Concrete plant, another Roeford industry serviced by AR, is notoble for its tall ing tower,

line to the navigable waters of the Cape
r River. At the end, barges unload
their cargoes for rail and truck haul, A&R
a Gulf Oil terminal, an Esso as-
Borden chemical facts
il

tions on this segment

are particularly interesting because of the
large number of tank cars handled, as
well as the residential areas and open
blocks tra d and the sandy, tree-
arched streets down which the tracks run
part of the way. The branch has promise
of even more future industrial growth.

Fayetteville gives the ALR a sort of

uality: justifying its running two trains
and, contrasting to the rural nature of its
other operations, the sophistication of a
distribution, manufacturing, military, and
interchange center.

[This article describes the modern A&R;
modelers interested in the road in its
carlier steam period will find a picture
of the now-retired No. 40 on the head
end of a train on Ashley Heights grade,
together with photos of the Chevy sedan
and the streamlined-front Brill car men.
tioned, on page 72 of Lucius Beebe's
Mixed Train Daily. — Ed.]

include meat worehouse, oil dealer’s terminal, building supply firm

Angled unloading dock ot meat distribution warehouse would be an unusval touch in a model.
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Send for free acbun
SEE WHAT 1S AVAILABLE
S GAUGE HERALD, BOX 105R
ORADELL, NEW JERSEY

J-C MODELS HO SILVER SIDES

w
L POST.

Box 645, Deot. O, So. Bound Brook, N. J. 08880

MODEL
STRUCTURAL SHAPES

OF BRASS
CEERETL
ANGLES — BEAMS — CHANNELS
H COLUMNS — TEES — ZEES
—All sizes to any scale—
made in USA.

Flot, Round and Square Bars
Sheet Stock & Tubing

SPECIAL SHAPES CO.
5007 BELMONT RD., DOWNERS GROVE, ILL
See your dealer or write for Catalog

FlAT FINISH

AUTHENTIC RAILROAD COLORS

ONE COAT COVERS / ALL POPULAR COLORS
® EASIEST TO USE (BRUSH OR SPRAY
® FAST DRYING (5 MIN. TO HANDLING:

FLAT BLAC ALUMINUM
mwmmrw: WHITE

SCAN RED
AN GREEN GREEN

SEND 10c FOR CATALOG
C J ULRICH CO,, INC.

NO. HOLLYWOOD. CALIF
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AR C e “The Road of Personal Service”

 Ashley Heights 3 S S S ) . .

J | D o G Number 1 railroad in the U.S.
| 0 47-mile shortline railroad in

weon it/ FATETTEVILS south central North Carolina,

Wye and scottered

oo ' i e first alphabetically in the U.S.

o

Farobic Formed in 1892 by John Blue

Dundarrach !g’

i : to support his lumber and
turpentine business.
his g Still owned by the Blue

— Main line A&R

cae ER NS roreian roads famlly tOday.
4

ALR — Aberdeen & Rockfish
o]

5 MR SR L~ Ml G Connected with three Class

Hamier® L&S — Laurinburg & Southern

AR T Is (SAL, ACL and NS) and
two shortlines (LRS & CFR).

¥s

b Timbarland
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. Clifdale,,

o v IS  Aberdeen — Raeford segment

Fenix

\ Timberiand built in the sand hills region

Hope Mills 4 " s

hockten D — MP 0 Aberdeen — 339’
' MP 1 Blue’s Y — 461’
MP 5 Ashley Heights — 433’
MP 9 McCain - 530’
N_— MP 10 Montrose — 450’
e MP 13 Timberland — 370’
B MP 17 Saunders — 287’

o :
Homlet L&S — Laurinburg & Southern J
NS et Sauthon MP 19 Raeford — 255
SAL — Secboard Air Line
V&CS — Virginio & Carslina Southern
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Aberdeen &
Rockfish

“The Road of Personal Service”

 Aberdeen — Raeford segment
built in the sand hills region

MP 0 Aberdeen — 339’

MP 1 Blue’s Y — 461’

MP 5 Ashley Heights — 433’
MP 9 McCain - 530’

MP 10 Montrose — 450’

MP 13 Timberland — 370’
MP 17 Saunders — 287’

MP 19 Raeford — 255’



Rockfish

“The Road of Personal Service”

E o Aberdeen &

l!SElVAI’ION
: A:hltylltlglnl r

—— A;L‘ - Raeford — Fayetteville segment
\Fimberiand iy . built on the coastal plains

P + MP 19 Raeford — 255’

P MP 21 Upchurch — 242’
/ °‘_‘“""“" v L % MP 24 Dundarrach — 225’
S @ sy s | MP 30 Rockfish — 218’

VI MP 36 Clifdale — 237’
e i 0 MP 40 Skibo — 216’
ey MP 42 Owens — 205’

“‘\"\ CARCI!N ASR — Allbdc&llkﬁh :
WO Mo orepemt ffg . T MP 45 Fayetteville — 100’
< b f:’: 4 MP RT2 River Terminal — 90’

V&CS — Virginio & Ca l a Southern



Aberdeen &
Rockfish

“The Road of Personal Service”

Founder John Blue

John Blu

1845 - 1922 S U L X S
Founder of Aberdeen & Rockfish Railroad m&”*ﬁgx i ¥
& < 5 S e v




han o0 Aberdeen &
e Rockfish

4 A'"!’:’h_ | MILTARY REstRvATION " ,, “The Road of Personal Service”
J N > 11
.\
' ;  Completed to:
: - Raeford in 1897.
N, 4 Dundarrach in 1900
o g Rockfls_h in 1902
Hope Mills in 1904
e T 0 Fayetteville in 1912.

N5 — Norfolk Southern
SAL — Seaboard Air Lline
V&CS — Virginio & Carslina Southern



Aberdeen &
Rockfish

“The Road of Personal Service”

River Terminal Extension, 1934
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1934
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Aberdeen &
Rockfish

“The Road of Personal Service

River Terminal Extension

THOMAS D. ROSE

PROPOSED EXTENSION

ABERDEEN & ROCKFISH R. R. CoO.

FAYETTEVILLE, N, GC.




(I.to r.) Stanley Hope, president of Esso Standard Oil,
N.C. Governor Luther Hodges, Esso division manager
H.R. Dowd, A&R president Forrest Lockey and A&R
traffic manager George Dempsy turn out to announce
the location of a new $1,000,000 asphalt plant at River
Terminal in October, 1955. The plant made material to
pave roads through out the area and proved to be a
mixed blessing as freight took to the new blacktop high-
ways. A&R collection

Aberdeen &
Rockfish

“The Road of Personal Service”

* River Terminal Expansion,
1950s-1960s:
 Esso Standard
 Borden Chemical
 Cape Fear Feed Ingredients
* Union Corrugating.
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River Terminal Today



ABERDEEN AND ROCKFISH RAILROAD

Aberd e
e r e e n GENERAL OFFICE: P.0. Box 917, Aberdeen, NC 28315 (919)944-2341
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT: P.0. Box 1845, Fayetteville, NC 28302 (919)483-3543

|

Rockfish o
IS (Rociin)

O c ROCKFISH
RR CO Fort Bragg

“The Road of Personal Service” e e

Aberdeen: No major customers

Ashley Heights: Geigy Chemical, Koppers
McCain/Sanatorium: NC State Hospital
Raeford: Burlington Industries, Upchurch oAb G e e

M = I I = H k O . I C F C t I EDWARD A. LEWIS, President Aberdeen, NC 28315
JUANITA K, BAKER, T/ Aberdeen, NC 28315
I I n g ) o e I 0 J a rm e n e r, n c ") Ms. PENNY BENOIST.r;::‘:erfarry & Auditor Freight Accounts Abz:d:::. NC 28315

CHARLES MONROE. Vice President-Engineering Construction Roadway & Equipment

LRS interchange R e 38315

PAUL T. McARDLE, Vice President-Traffic Fayetteville, NC 28302
VANCE H. CRANE, Manager, Rates & Divisions Aberdeen, NC 28315

S ki b o . C a p e F e a r Rys : I N te rc h a Nn g e MARGARET BYERS, Agent-Trainmaster Fayetteville, NC 28302
Schedule 1—Aberdeen to Fayetteville

Fayetteville: Borden Chemical, Gulf Oil

Co., Esso Standard Oil Co., Cape Fear PR — i

. . Corsal o 5| psmepegmtc  [oiassa

Feed Ingredients, Swift & Co., Cohen &

. | 0830.1] 27 17] Raeford. NC ¢ | 14101

Green Salvage, Fayetteville Bonded
g ©0912.1| 58 36 ClifdaleNC |

Warehouse, ACL & NS interchange e e —E T

. - 1245 1

Elsewhere: Pulpwood, sand, agricultural == _iz¢s.
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Ft. Bragg and Cape Fear Railways



ABERDEEN AND ROCKFISH RAILROAD

Aberd e
e r e e n GENERAL OFFICE: P.0. Box 917, Aberdeen, NC 28315 (919)944-2341
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT: P.0. Box 1845, Fayetteville, NC 28302 (919)483-3543

|

Rockfish o
IS (Rociin)

O c ROCKFISH
RR CO Fort Bragg

“The Road of Personal Service” e e

Over the years, A&R published its train
schedules in the Official Guide.

Aberdeen — Fayetteville train 21 left at v\
8:00 AM, returned as 22 after 3:30 PM. “THE ROAD OF PERSONAL SERVIE

Ab d R f d I I 4 1 I ft b f r EDWARD A. LEWIS, President ——
— JUANITA K, BAKER, T :
e r ee n ae o r o ca ( ) e e o e Ms. PENNY BENOIST.r;:z:;arry & Auditor Freight Accounts :22::::2, :g ;ggig

CHARLES MONROE. Vice President-Engineering Construction Roadway & Equipment

9:00 AM, returned as 38 after 4:30 PM.

PAUL T. McARDLE, Vice President-Traffic Fayetteville, NC 28302
VANCE H. CRANE, Manager, Rates & Divisions Aberdeen, NC 28315

Abe rd ee n i n m i d _1 9 608 saw 2 1 SA L tra i n s MARGARET BYERS, Agent-Trainmaster Fayetteville, NC 28302

Schedule 1—Aberdeen to Fayetteville

pass a day: 12 passenger and 9 freight

(plus a local).
Fayetteville also saw 21 trains — 12
passenger and 9 freight, including locals. =—
Both cities were branch terminals for the =%
“original” NS, served by a daily turn job. | EEEr= YT ra—




Aberdeen Today




Inbound Train at Aberdeen
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F3A 200 runs around its inbound train at Aberdeen, 7-62



Unusual Operations
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Raeford local at Timberland 7-



N Acca "

# 50 /RICHMOND}
PO & " s

z
g PETERSBURG
" RY. Albertih

La Crosse

Unusual
Operations

Routing of CP&L coal train ‘° ;

- JGoldshoro

)
' F:'?HP!IIN‘ ‘ 4
(] & . ~ y
' Homyunf:' “Mporehead Cit P A
¥ pPemhroke —
~ Lumbertod

N\

y

o

| A
b
)
vl




Passenger Service

Jitney 106 at Fayetteville late 1940s

Jitney 107 at Rockfish depot 8-1945



Locomotives
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First diesel, F3A 200 at EMD 3/47 F3A 201 at Fayetteville, 1951



Locomotives

GP7 205 at Fayetteville 1961 GP18 300 at Rockfish, 10-1-75



Locomotives
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GP38 400 switches Koppers 3/88
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Locomotives
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2-8-2 40 departs for Valley RR, 1977 2-8-2 40 in service at Valley Railroad



Other Equipment

1935 Chevy Inspection Car, Diesel fuel tank car 307
Aberdeen ca 1963 at Aberdeen, 3/73



Cabooses
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Cabooses
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Caboose 303 at Aberdeen, 2/17/80 Caboose 308 at Aberdeen, 7/68



Along the Line
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Aberdeen Offices, 1/2025

Aberdeen Offices, ca 1906



long the Line
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Aberdeen Union Station, ca 1900 Aberdeen Union Station, 1/2025



Along the Line
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Aberdeen Union Station trackside, 1/2025



Along the Line

Aberdeen Shops, ca 1940s Aberdeen Shops, 1/2025



Along the Line

¥Aber.deen SHops3—way stub sWitch, 1952 ,



Along the Line

McCain, ca 1965 McCain, 1/2025



Along the Line
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North Carolina State Hospital, 1/2025



Along the Line

Raeford depot, ca 1950s Raeford Depot, 1/2025
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Laurinburg & Southern GE 70-tonners 103, 104 and 105 arriving in Raeford, 1965



Along the Line

GP7 205 switches Upchurch Milling Co at Raeford, 1/2025
Raeford, 6/1965



Along the Line

Raeford, 1/2025

Raeford Hoke Cotton warehouse, ca 1965



Along the Line

00 )

Dundarrach, ca 1970s Dundarrach, 1/2025



Along the Line
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Rockfish, 1/2025
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Rockfish, ca 1960



Along the Line

Cape Fear Rys. (US Army) RSD1 8679 North end Skibo
interchanges with A&R GP7 205 at Skibo yard, Yard, 1/2025
ca 1965



Along the Line

Fayetteville, 1932 Fayetteville, 1/2025



Expansion
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Pee Dee River RR, Bennetsville SC Dunn-Erwin RR, Dunn, NC
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Modeling the A&R Aberdeen to Timberland LDEs
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MOdeIing the A&R Dundarrach to Skibo LDEs
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MOdeling the A&R Fayetteville LDEs — Apartment Configuration



Questions?

Aberdeen & Rockfish F3a
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