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• Number 1 railroad in the U.S.

• 47-mile shortline railroad in 

south central North Carolina, 

first alphabetically in the U.S.

• Formed in 1892 by John Blue 

to support his lumber and 

turpentine business.

• Still owned by the Blue 

family today.

• Connected with three Class 

Is (SAL, ACL and NS) and 

two shortlines (LRS & CFR).
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• Aberdeen – Raeford segment 

built in the sand hills region

• MP 0 Aberdeen – 339’

• MP 1 Blue’s Y – 461’

• MP 5 Ashley Heights – 433’

• MP 9 McCain – 530’

• MP 10 Montrose – 450’

• MP 13 Timberland – 370’

• MP 17 Saunders – 287’

• MP 19 Raeford – 255’



Aberdeen & 
Rockfish
“The Road of Personal Service”

• Aberdeen – Raeford segment 

built in the sand hills region

• MP 0 Aberdeen – 339’

• MP 1 Blue’s Y – 461’

• MP 5 Ashley Heights – 433’

• MP 9 McCain – 530’

• MP 10 Montrose – 450’

• MP 13 Timberland – 370’

• MP 17 Saunders – 287’

• MP 19 Raeford – 255’



Aberdeen & 
Rockfish

“The Road of Personal Service”

• Raeford – Fayetteville segment 

built on the coastal plains

• MP 19 Raeford – 255’

• MP 21 Upchurch – 242’

• MP 24 Dundarrach – 225’

• MP 30 Rockfish – 218’

• MP 36 Clifdale – 237’

• MP 40 Skibo – 216’

• MP 42 Owens – 205’

• MP 45 Fayetteville – 100’

• MP RT2 River Terminal – 90’
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Founder John Blue
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• Completed to:

• Raeford in 1897.

• Dundarrach in 1900

• Rockfish in 1902

• Hope Mills in 1904

• Fayetteville in 1912.

1
8
9
2

1
8
9
7

1
9
0
0

1
9
0
2

1
9
0
4

1
9
1
2



Aberdeen & 
Rockfish

“The Road of Personal Service”

River Terminal Extension, 1934



Aberdeen & 
Rockfish

“The Road of Personal Service”

River Terminal Extension, 1934



Aberdeen & 
Rockfish

“The Road of Personal Service”

• River Terminal Expansion, 

1950s-1960s:

• Esso Standard

• Borden Chemical

• Cape Fear Feed Ingredients

• Union Corrugating.
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River Terminal Today



Aberdeen & 
Rockfish
“The Road of Personal Service”

• Aberdeen: No major customers

• Ashley Heights: Geigy Chemical, Koppers

• McCain/Sanatorium: NC State Hospital

• Raeford: Burlington Industries, Upchurch 

Milling, Hoke Oil Co, Farm Center, Inc., 

LRS interchange

• Skibo: Cape Fear Rys. Interchange

• Fayetteville: Borden Chemical, Gulf Oil 

Co., Esso Standard Oil Co., Cape Fear 

Feed Ingredients, Swift & Co., Cohen & 

Green Salvage, Fayetteville Bonded 

Warehouse, ACL & NS interchange

• Elsewhere: Pulpwood, sand, agricultural
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Ft. Bragg and Cape Fear Railways
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• Over the years, A&R published its train 

schedules in the Official Guide.

• Aberdeen – Fayetteville train 21 left at 

8:00 AM, returned as 22 after 3:30 PM.

• Aberdeen – Raeford local (41) left before 

9:00 AM, returned as 38 after 4:30 PM.

• Aberdeen in mid-1960s saw 21 SAL trains 

pass a day: 12 passenger and 9 freight 

(plus a local).

• Fayetteville also saw 21 trains – 12 

passenger and 9 freight, including locals.

• Both cities were branch terminals for the 

“original” NS, served by a daily turn job.



Aberdeen Today



Inbound Train at Aberdeen

F3A 200 runs around its inbound train at Aberdeen, 7-62



Unusual Operations

Raeford local at Timberland 7-62



Unusual 
Operations
Routing of CP&L coal train



Passenger Service

Jitney 107 at Rockfish depot 8-1945

Jitney 106 at Fayetteville late 1940s



Locomotives

First diesel, F3A 200 at EMD 3/47 F3A 201 at Fayetteville, 1951



Locomotives

GP7 205 at Fayetteville 1961 GP18 300 at Rockfish, 10-1-75



Locomotives

GP38 400 switches Koppers 3/88 GP38 405 at Fayetteville, 12/2019



Locomotives

2-8-2 40 in service at Valley Railroad2-8-2 40 departs for Valley RR, 1977



Other Equipment

1935 Chevy Inspection Car, 

Aberdeen ca 1963

Diesel fuel tank car 307 

at Aberdeen, 3/73



Cabooses

Caboose 309 at Aberdeen 3/19/65



Cabooses

Caboose 303 at Aberdeen, 2/17/80 Caboose 308 at Aberdeen, 7/68



Along the Line

Aberdeen Offices, ca 1906 Aberdeen Offices, 1/2025



Along the Line

Aberdeen Union Station, ca 1900 Aberdeen Union Station, 1/2025



Along the Line

Aberdeen Union Station trackside, 1/2025



Along the Line

Aberdeen Shops, ca 1940s Aberdeen Shops, 1/2025



Along the Line

Aberdeen Shops 3-way stub switch, 1992



Along the Line

McCain, ca 1965 McCain, 1/2025



Along the Line

North Carolina State Hospital, 1/2025



Along the Line

Raeford depot, ca 1950s Raeford Depot, 1/2025



Along the Line

Laurinburg & Southern GE 70-tonners 103, 104 and 105 arriving in Raeford, 1965



Along the Line

GP7 205 switches Upchurch Milling Co at 

Raeford, 6/1965

Raeford, 1/2025



Along the Line

Raeford Hoke Cotton warehouse, ca 1965 Raeford, 1/2025



Along the Line

Dundarrach, ca 1970s Dundarrach, 1/2025



Along the Line

Rockfish, ca 1960 Rockfish, 1/2025



Along the Line

Cape Fear Rys. (US Army) RSD1 8679 

interchanges with A&R GP7 205 at Skibo yard, 

ca 1965

North end Skibo 

Yard, 1/2025



Along the Line

Fayetteville, 1932 Fayetteville, 1/2025



Expansion

Pee Dee River RR, Bennetsville SC Dunn-Erwin RR, Dunn, NC



Modeling the A&R Aberdeen to Timberland LDEs



Modeling the A&R Saunders – Raeford – Upchurch LDE



Modeling the A&R Dundarrach to Skibo LDEs



Modeling the A&R Fayetteville Area LDEs



Modeling the A&R Fayetteville LDEs – Apartment Configuration



Questions?
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