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An apologyAn apology

Old wine in new bottlesOld wine in new bottles

Hallmark of adult education….Hallmark of adult education….



An apologyAn apology

Old wine in new bottlesOld wine in new bottles
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Hallmark of adult education

is repetition



IntroductionIntroduction
Contemporary Railroad  MaritimeContemporary Railroad  Maritime

Step 1Step 1



Step 2Step 2

End of storyEnd of story



Here’s the Real StoryHere’s the Real Story
Railroads and water 
are inextricably connected

Railroads and water 
are inextricably connected



Golden 100 years
1880-1980

Golden 100 years
1880-1980

Labor intensive
Inefficient
Didn’t change much
Got the job done
Excellent modeling and

Operational opportunities
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Inefficient
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Excellent modeling and

Operational opportunities



What’s the modeling 
attraction?

What’s the modeling 
attraction?

Industrial setting
grit and grime

Intricate track work
Tight curves
Small locos

Industrial setting
grit and grime

Intricate track work
Tight curves
Small locos



Remember this?Remember this?



and this??!!and this??!!



Let’s get startedLet’s get started

Anybody can do it
The poster child
A river runs though it
Gales of November
Go west, young man

Anybody can do it
The poster child
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Go west, young man



Anybody can do itAnybody can do it
Generic elements of railroad maritimeGeneric elements of railroad maritime

Ships
Lighters
Tugs
Rail piers
Car Floats

Ships
Lighters
Tugs
Rail piers
Car Floats



The Cargo ShipsThe Cargo Ships
They evolved over 100 years

Sail
Sail/steam
Steam
Diesel

They evolved over 100 years
Sail
Sail/steam
Steam
Diesel

Length increased 300 to 600+ feet Length increased 300 to 600+ feet 



The Modeling ProblemThe Modeling Problem

This is the elephant in the roomThis is the elephant in the room

CMRM “Yakina Bay” 490 ft. 
6 feet in HO scale
CMRM “Yakina Bay” 490 ft. 
6 feet in HO scale



It gets even worseIt gets even worse



A solution is at hand!A solution is at hand!



It can look really good!It can look really good!

Glenn RunkewichGlenn Runkewich



They are out thereThey are out there



They are out thereThey are out there



But do you need a ship?
Break bulk era

But do you need a ship?
Break bulk era

Transit shedTransit shed

LighterLighter



You don’t need a ship 
to do railroad maritime
You don’t need a ship 
to do railroad maritime

LighterLighter Stick lighterStick lighter
What does a lighter do?What does a lighter do?



Models of LightersModels of Lighters



Don’t forget a Bum boatDon’t forget a Bum boat

Crew suppliesCrew supplies



The full viewThe full view



Railroad Tug BoatsRailroad Tug Boats



Railroad Tug BoatsRailroad Tug Boats

SteamSteam DieselDiesel



Tugs need fuel/waterTugs need fuel/water



Car FloatsCar Floats

Civil WarCivil War



Standard FloatStandard Float



Railroad pier
Gantry
Apron
Dolphin

Railroad pier
Gantry
Apron
Dolphin



Docking a car floatDocking a car float



Hole in the donutHole in the donut



Coming closer…Coming closer…



Right there!Right there!



Done!!Done!!



It wasn’t always easy!It wasn’t always easy!



Walther’s Maritime ModelsWalther’s Maritime Models



Modeling Tug and Car 
Float

Modeling Tug and Car 
Float



Model dockingModel docking



The Poster Child-New 
York

The Poster Child-New 
York

11 Class I railroads
5 belt lines
3,000 cars/day

11 Class I railroads
5 belt lines
3,000 cars/day



New York HarborNew York Harbor



New York HarborNew York Harbor



IN THE DAY!IN THE DAY!



IN THE DAY!IN THE DAY!



In additionIn addition
Passenger ferries

owned by the railroads
Passenger ferries

owned by the railroads



Car FloatsCar Floats

StandardizedStandardized



Platform floatPlatform float



Covered Lighters Covered Lighters 



Bulk commoditiesBulk commodities

CoalCoal

McMeyler UnloadersMcMeyler Unloaders



Bulk commoditiesBulk commodities

Grain Elevator - note lightersGrain Elevator - note lighters



Bulk commoditiesBulk commodities

Grain - floating elevator Grain - floating elevator 



Bulk commoditiesBulk commodities
GrainGrain



Those beautiful tugsThose beautiful tugs

Railroad prideRailroad pride



The MergersThe Mergers



A river runs through it…A river runs through it…
MissouriMissouri
MississippiMississippi
SacramentoSacramento

Why??!!Why??!!



SP for exampleSP for example

19251925



Southern Pacific
The whole train crosses the river

Southern Pacific
The whole train crosses the river

Port Costa - “Solano”Port Costa - “Solano”

Carquinez Strait bridge - 1930Carquinez Strait bridge - 1930



Carquinez Strait bridge - 1930Carquinez Strait bridge - 1930



Southern Pacific
The whole train crosses the river

Southern Pacific
The whole train crosses the river

New OrleansNew Orleans

Huey Long Bridge - 1935Huey Long Bridge - 1935



Huey Long BridgeHuey Long Bridge

19351935



Other river examplesOther river examples



Gales of NovemberGales of November



What’s so special about 
The Great Lakes ?

What’s so special about 
The Great Lakes ?

Fresh water
vz

Salt

Fresh water
vz

Salt

Wind and wavesWind and waves



Just ask this boatJust ask this boat

10 November 197510 November 1975





So what about railroads
and the Great Lakes?

So what about railroads
and the Great Lakes?ShortestShortest

Fastest (Chicago)Fastest (Chicago)

CheapestCheapest



Great Lakes must super size
Car Ferry - Detroit river

Great Lakes must super size
Car Ferry - Detroit river

Detroit, Wabash, 130 yearsDetroit, Wabash, 130 years



Great Lakes - Car FerriesGreat Lakes - Car Ferries
Evolution: wood to steel

steam to diesel
Evolution: wood to steel

steam to diesel



Bigger is betterBigger is better



Great Lakes - Car FerriesGreat Lakes - Car Ferries

Stern apronStern apron



Great Lakes - Car FerriesGreat Lakes - Car Ferries
Visible differences ?Visible differences ?



Great Lakes - Car FerriesGreat Lakes - Car Ferries



Deluxe accommodationsDeluxe accommodations



Great Lakes - Car FerriesGreat Lakes - Car Ferries

The automobile arrivesThe automobile arrives



Great Lakes - Car FerriesGreat Lakes - Car Ferries

Travel perksTravel perks



Smoke was troubleSmoke was trouble



Great Lakes - Car FerriesGreat Lakes - Car Ferries



Great Lakes - Car FerriesGreat Lakes - Car Ferries

UpgradeUpgrade



Great Lakes - Car FerriesGreat Lakes - Car Ferries

Pat Lana - “Julie M”Pat Lana - “Julie M”

ModelingModeling



SS MilwaukeeSS Milwaukee



SS MilwaukeeSS Milwaukee

This in N Scale!!This in N Scale!!



Canadian Maritime
Nova Scotia

Canadian Maritime
Nova Scotia

For the narrow gaugersFor the narrow gaugers



Canadian Maritime
Nova Scotia

Canadian Maritime
Nova Scotia

Truck switchingTruck switching



Iron Ore Loading/unloadingIron Ore Loading/unloading

Hulett UnloaderHulett Unloader



Model of Hulett UnloaderModel of Hulett Unloader

Marshall HancockMarshall Hancock

$$



“Go west, young man!”“Go west, young man!”
SeattleSeattle

Pete DotyPete Doty



San Francisco - EmbarcaderoSan Francisco - Embarcadero



Modeling Pier #35Modeling Pier #35



Modeling the EmbarcaderoModeling the Embarcadero
The Bulkhead BuildingThe Bulkhead Building



Modeling the EmbarcaderoModeling the Embarcadero
The Bulkhead Building



Modeling the EmbarcaderoModeling the Embarcadero
The Transit ShedThe Transit Shed



Modeling the EmbarcaderoModeling the Embarcadero
Rail: In to OutRail: In to Out



Modeling the EmbarcaderoModeling the Embarcadero
Foot printFoot print



Modeling the EmbarcaderoModeling the Embarcadero
The PilingsThe Pilings



Modeling the EmbarcaderoModeling the Embarcadero
From the ocean sideFrom the ocean side



Modeling WaterModeling Water



Done at last!Done at last!



Santa Fe TugsSanta Fe Tugs



ATSF
China Basin

ATSF
China Basin



Model of China BasinModel of China Basin



Western Pacific
Pier 43

Western Pacific
Pier 43



Model Pier 43Model Pier 43



Western Pacific
“Las Plumas”

Western Pacific
“Las Plumas”



Modeling the “Las Plumas”Modeling the “Las Plumas”



Model docking operationsModel docking operations



We ain’t done yet!We ain’t done yet!
Sea TrainSea Train



Sea TrainSea Train



North to Alaska!North to Alaska!
One final ideaOne final idea



No room for maritime ?No room for maritime ?



And how about this?And how about this?



Local premier layout begs 
for railroad maritime

Local premier layout begs 
for railroad maritime



Where’s my HOn2 track gang 
? 

Where’s my HOn2 track gang 
? 



No rail necessaryNo rail necessary

Vashon Island, WAVashon Island, WA



All good things endAll good things end



It can’t last foreverIt can’t last forever
Sea train - early containerSea train - early container

Sylvan modelSylvan model



It wasn’t just containersIt wasn’t just containers
Deindustrialization

Blue collar to white collar
Rust belt

Increase labor costs
Trucks

Deindustrialization
Blue collar to white collar
Rust belt

Increase labor costs
Trucks

The rest is historyThe rest is history



In summaryIn summary

Expanded railroad knowledge
Offered some modeling ideas
Suggested an extension 

of your operations

Expanded railroad knowledge
Offered some modeling ideas
Suggested an extension 

of your operations



Thank You!Thank You!

For your kind attentionFor your kind attention

and the privilege of your time and the privilege of your time 







San Francisco - EmbarcaderoSan Francisco - Embarcadero
Early historyEarly history





Those beautiful tugsThose beautiful tugs
NYCNYC



Loading/Unloading ShipsLoading/Unloading Ships

Open bargeOpen barge Covered bargeCovered barge
(Scow)(Scow)



Modeling the EmbarcaderoModeling the Embarcadero
Walthers’ track insertsWalthers’ track inserts



Modeling the EmbarcaderoModeling the Embarcadero
The WaterThe Water



The Great LakesThe Great Lakes

Iced in three months of the yearIced in three months of the year

Let’s Super Size ItLet’s Super Size It



San Francisco - EmbarcaderoSan Francisco - Embarcadero
California takes controlCalifornia takes control



Narrow Gauge
on the Embarcadero

Narrow Gauge
on the Embarcadero



Modeling the EmbarcaderoModeling the Embarcadero



Narrow gauge
On

The Embarcadero

Narrow gauge
On

The Embarcadero



DetroitDetroit



Northwestern Pacific
Barge (Narrow gauge)
Northwestern Pacific

Barge (Narrow gauge)



San Francisco - EmbarcaderoSan Francisco - Embarcadero
Early historyEarly history



Meanwhile, back to historyMeanwhile, back to history
Railroad politics (1900-1920)Railroad politics (1900-1920)



Car Ferries (not generic)Car Ferries (not generic)





Model docking operationsModel docking operations



Float mobility on layoutFloat mobility on layout



San Francisco - EmbarcaderoSan Francisco - Embarcadero
The Railroad Navies

Southern Pacific
Northwestern Pacific
ATSF
Western Pacific

The Railroad Navies
Southern Pacific
Northwestern Pacific
ATSF
Western Pacific



It wasn’t just river sizeIt wasn’t just river size



Vashon Island, WAVashon Island, WA



Let’s get startedLet’s get started
Generic elements (can’t ID location)
New York Harbor
River crossings
Great Lakes
Seattle
San Francisco

Generic elements (can’t ID location)
New York Harbor
River crossings
Great Lakes
Seattle
San Francisco

Modeling concurrentlyModeling concurrently



Modeling ProblemModeling Problem



Modeling the EmbarcaderoModeling the Embarcadero
The RoofThe Roof



Modeling the EmbarcaderoModeling the Embarcadero
RoofRoof



Modeling the EmbarcaderoModeling the Embarcadero
Rear WallRear Wall


